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Excerpt
“In developing the theory, we sought to provide
a conceptual framework for understanding
the varied experiences in the tenure-track.
Theoretically, we understood that some who
move into the academy experience a major upheaval that affects many aspects of their lives.”

Does the tenure-track follow a specific model or is each
path built on personal choices and self-determination?
Beyond the Academic Gateway brings together lived
experiences of academics around the time of the tenure
decision. While the book is stand-alone, it regroups
the same authors who wrote about their tenure-track
experiences in The Academic Gateway, making the pair
a remarkable longitudinal collection.

Posant un regard approfondi sur
l’expérience de professeurs, ce livre révèle
l’importance des sabbatiques dans le
parcours d’universitaires en explorant les
possibilités qu’ils offrent. Excellente suite
à The Academic Gateway et à Beyond the
Academic Gateway, il se lit également
de façon indépendante.

By taking an in-depth look at the diverse experiences and
perspectives shared by its collaborators, this work provides
significant evidence that academic sabbaticals are instrumental
in increasing productivity in terms of research and knowledge
dissemination, the essence of today’s university studies.

The authors explore the complex relationship between
academics, the academy as an ideal, and universities as
an enactment of that ideal. Where tenure-track is a very
personal journey, the period around tenure is necessarily
a form of engagement with peers. Yet it has challenges,
particularly in a milieu where academic freedom is being
nurtured.
In this book, individual authors negotiate their choices
between their personal objectives and institutional
mandates and policies. Simultaneously, after years in
the tenure-track, they continue to evolve as academics
whether through personal growth or by seeking changes
in the academy itself.
Victoria Handford is Associate Professor in the Faculty of
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Thanks to these earned periods of self-directed focused work,
scholars can restore their academic energies, which leads to
enhanced program development, renewed dedication to
graduate students, and intellectual sharing among peers.

Timothy Sibbald is Associate Professor in the Schulich
School of Education at Nipissing University. His primary
focus pertains to mathematics education. He is the editor
of The Gazette, math education publication for teachers
produced by the Ontario Association of Mathematics
Educators.

As a Voyage of Discovery

Photography by Carolyn Charbonneau

Résumé

The Academic Sabbatical: A Voyage of Discovery is a collection of
narratives that reveals how important sabbaticals are to faculty
and, by extension, to higher education.
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Abstract

Edited by Timothy Sibbald
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“Collectively, the voices show the richness and power of the sabbatical as a structural feature
of the academy. And while it is not without its challenges and tensions, it is, without a doubt,
a beneficial and productive tool for academics.”
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Although not without challenges and tensions, sabbaticals help
academics build stronger and deeper connections, laying a solid
foundation for future growth and achievement.
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While this book stands alone in promoting the richness and
power of the sabbatical as a structural feature of the academy,
it is a great follow-up to The Academic Gateway and Beyond the
Academic Gateway, the two titles that preceded this current
book, and which discuss the tenure-track and tenure decision
in academia.
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Timothy Sibbald is Associate Professor
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Nipissing University. His primary focus
is on mathematics education. He is also
Editor of The Gazette, produced by the
Ontario Association of Mathematics
Educators.

Timothy Sibbald est professeur adjoint
à l’École d’éducation Schulich
de l’Université Nipissing. Son principal
domaine de recherche concerne
l’enseignement des mathématiques.
Il est aussi éditeur de The Gazette, publiée
par l’Association ontarienne pour
l’enseignement des mathématiques.

Victoria Handford is Associate Professor
in the Faculty of Education and Social Work
at Thompson Rivers University where she
is the Coordinator of Graduate Programs.
Her research interests include school and
school district leadership.

Victoria Handford est professeure
adjointe à la Faculté d’éducation et
de travail social à l’Université Thompson
Rivers, où elle coordonne les programmes
d’études supérieures. Ses intérêts de
recherche portent sur le leadership et
la gestion des établissements scolaires.
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